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Vistal delivered vertical frame structures for Finnish shipyard’s large gantry crane
In the first half of September the Vistal group mem-
ber companies were performing preparations for ex-
pedition of another set of large scale steel structures. 
This time it were vertical frame structures (“legs”) 
for the large (“Goliath” type) shipyard gantry crane 
destined for Finnish buyer that left the port of Gdynia 
mid-September.
As revealed in April 2016, Konecranes signed a 
contract to deliver a new 1,200 ton “Goliath” gan-
try crane to Meyer Turku Oy. The design, precision 
drive components, electrical installation and automa-
tion system and structural components were about to 
be supplied by Konecranes (which allows to presume 
that it was Konecranes, who subcontracted construc-

tion of vertical frames to Vistal), while Meyer Turku was to manufacture the main girder in its own hull pro-
duction. The new crane will be taken into use in May 2018. The order also included a modernization of the 
Turku shipyard’s current 600 ton crane, service and maintenance parts.
Two large long triangle shaped vertical frame structures have been skidded from Wegierskie quay, where 
Vistal Stocznia Remontowa (shiprepair yard) operates, onto a heavy-lift deck cargo pontoon-barge Harry 
(GT 4886, 11 260 dwt). The barge with Kraft tug (35.48 m LOA, 3520 BHP power and 51 T bollard pull) 
departed the port of Gdynia on September 16 and reached their destination, Turku in south-western Finnland 
on September 20.
The new 1,200 ton gantry crane together with the old 600 ton crane will triple the shipyard’s lifting capacity 
per day and will allow building and lifting bigger blocks with more outfitting. The new Goliath crane will be 
equipped with Konecranes TRUCONNECT® Remote monitoring, allowing Konecranes to offer expertise 
and help to reduce unplanned downtime, even in the harshest conditions.

Vertical frame structures for large shipyard gantry crane supplied by Vistal 
shown at Gdynia harbor during tow out.
Photo: Piotr B. Stareńczak

SHIPREPAIRS AND CONVERSIONS

Finnlines’ “Breeze” classe ro-ro vessels lengthened at Remontowa SA
Late September Remontowa SA shiprepair yard saw 
arrival of the first of four “Breeze” class ro-ro cargo 
vessels belonging to Finnlines of Grimaldi Group, to 
be lengthened in Gdańsk. The whole project, i.e. jum-
boization of the four ferries, is expected to be com-
pleted by May 2018. The ships will be lengthened by 
some 30 m each.
They will be Finnsky, Finnsun, Finntide and Fin-
nwave featuring ro-ro lane length of 3291 m each. It 
will be increased, in result of ships lengthening, by 
nearly 30 %.
Extensive preparations, including prefabrication and 
assembly of inserts, have been seen for a couple of 
months before the first ship - Finntide - arrived. Finn-
lines signed a contract with Remontowa SA shipyard 
in Gdansk, Poland, in march 2017. On May 19 the 

first steel cutting took place at Remontowa SA, while on June 29, the first steel section for the construction 
of the insert (midbody) for the first ship to be lengthened in Gdańsk, was laid onboard the Rem Lift 24000 
heavy-lift submersible barge. It was the 55 ton double bottom section - the first of 26 pieces to be assemblied 
into ship midbody.

Finntide.
Photo: Piotr B. Stareńczak



3   NEWSLETTER FORUM OKRĘTOWE

As of early September the construction of three inserts was underway with the first steel cutting for the fouth 
one planned for the same month. Each weighs some 1500 t and is 29.5 m long, 26.5 m wide and 23.5 deep.
Remontowa SA of Gdańsk have been cooperating with Finnlines in conversions and upgrades of their ships 
for 11 years now. During 2006-2007 the yard upgraded Finnpartner and Finntrader ro-ro vessels, followed 
by Finnclipper, with the cargo and passenger capacity increased, also by adding new decks.

Spirit of British Columbia on its way across Atlantic 
to Remontowa SA for conversion to LNG fed propulsion

As announced on September 6 by BC Ferries the 
Spirit of British Columbia was removed from service. 
In Richmond the ship was prepared for departure to 
Remontowa Ship Repair Yard SA of Gdansk, Poland, 
under its own power on September 12 for execution 
of a mid-life upgrade.
In Richmond several preparations occurred, includ-
ing the installation of a wave break on the main car 
deck forward section, marine pilot access arrange-
ments and voyage logistical provisions. Other tasks 
included safety inspections and de-storing of vessel 
equipment that will not be required during the transit 
or at the shipyard site.
As of the turn of September and October the ship was 
waiting anchored on the Pacific side of the Panama 
Canal for several days already. The transit of the ves-
sel should take approximately 42 days, depending on 
weather. 

In 2016, BC Ferries awarded a contract to Remontowa Ship Repair Yard S.A. of Gdansk, Poland to conduct 
the Spirit Class mid-life upgrades, which include the conversion of both vessels to dual-fuel so they can op-
erate on liquefied natural gas or ultra-low sulphur marine diesel.
Wärtsilä will supply four 34DF dual-fuel engines as well as other propulsion system components, i.a. the 
power transmission systems comprising two gearboxes, fuel gas systems and LNGPac comprising the fuel 
storage tank. The vessel’s passenger areas will also be upgraded with new carpeting, refurbished washrooms, 
expanded gift shop as well as a new coffee bar on Deck 6. The passenger elevators will be also upgraded. 
Other planned upgrades include the renewal of navigation equipment, propulsion equipment components 
including rudders, steering system, bow thrusters, propeller blades, LED lighting and more efficient air con-
ditioning equipment to reduce energy consumption.
The Spirit of British Columbia will be the first ship through the mid-life upgrade and conversion process, with 
the upgrade being completed from fall of 2017 through the spring of 2018. The Spirit of Vancouver Island will 
follow the next year from the fall of 2018 through the spring of 2019. This schedule will allow for these two 
vessels, the largest in the fleet, to be back in operation during the summer months when traffic is at its highest.

Two BC Ferries’ ships will undergo extensive, wide ranging upgrade and 
conversion of their propulsion systems into LNG fueled one (dual-fuel 
configuration).
Fig.: BC Ferries / Wärtsilä

MARINE EQUIPMENT

The new explosion-proof LED luminary
Famor, based in Bydgoszcz, introduced the explo-
sion-proof LED luminary type OF4191  for zone 1; 
21; 2; 22 for lighting areas subject to explosion of 
gases and dusts in industrial installations and ships. 
Power ranges from 4 × 6 W to 2 × 24W; 220-240 V 
50/60 Hz. The product is ATEX certified.
New explosion-proof LED luminary from Famor.
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EMISCELLAN OUS

Siemens at prestigious meeting of the maritime sector
Every two years, in September, Gdansk becomes Eu-
ropean meeting point for representatives of many of 
the leading maritime sector companies - the interna-
tional maritime trade fairs and conferences - Baltex-
po.
Siemens, since beginning of its presence in Poland, 
accomplished numerous projects in shipbuilding in-
dustry. In March this year, the company joined Fo-
rum Okrętowe, with some 70 companies, including 
largest Polish newbuilding and repair yards, as well 
as shipbuilding sector suppliers.
Such important trade fairs could not be omitted by 
Siemens representatives. This year Building Tech-
nologies division presented its offer, with technolo-
gies successfully implemented not only on land, but 
at sea and aboard ships as well.

Siemens is a licensed supplier of equipment, machinery and technology for large floating units as well as it 
renders upgrading, maintenance and servicing of ships.
Among projects worth mentioning there is certainly tge Stena Germanica ro-pax (240 m LOA, 29 m beam), 
upgraded in recent years by Remontowa SA with help from Siemensa BT. Siemens installed the fire detec-
tion, monitoring and alarm system, including visualisation system and further upgraded it in the following 
years.
Siemens BT has also extensive reference list for upgrades and emergency repairs of safety systems aboard 
ships both in Polish ports and abroad. In recent years specialists from Siemens BT brought back to full func-
tionality the fire detection and alarm systems AlgoRex onboard Marie Delmas, Nicolas Delmas, Catherine 
Delmas, Julie Delmas, Louis Delmas, and Kumasi. Last year - aboard three vessels, including Pont-Aven and 
upgraded the system aboard Fjordvik.
Earlier this year, Siemens employees were dealing with ORP Piorun naval ship, where a modern fire extin-
guishing system Sinorix 1230 was supplied. 
Siemens Building Technologies has also modernized heating stations of Naval Shipyard Gdynia, with power 
ranging from 300 kW up to 14 MW, as well as over 3000 m of heating lines. The upgrade included internal 
installations in some 30 production halls, installation of monitoring and control system as well as implemen-
tation of energy efficiency solutions, including granting savings guarantee.

From left: Marek Bielski, member of the board, Siemens Sp. z o.o., 
Building Technologies branch manager and Piotr Soyka, president, 
Remontowa Holding.

Members of Forum Okrętowe awarded with “Golden Anchors of Baltexpo 2017”
The 19th International Maritime Exhibition Baltexpo was held on 11-13 September 2017 at the AmberExpo 
Exhibition and Convention Centre (Gdańsk, Poland). This year there were more than 280 companies and 
institutions representing 19 countries attending the exhibition. 
Long lasting part of the Baltexpo program is ceremonial handing out the “Golden Anchor” Awards. During 
Baltexpo 2017 the award committee, awarded three “Golden Anchors”, including two for products and ser-
vices (with as many as 21 entrants this year) and one for personality of the maritime sector. 
In the “Product” category, the “Golden Anchor of Baltexpo 2017” was awarded to Remontowa Shipbuild-
ing SA yard for a series of three modern LNG / dual-fuelled ferries Salish Orca, Salish Eagle, Salish Raven. 
These are among the world’s most modern and innovative ferries, solely designed and built in Poland. The 
award statuette was accepted, on behalf of Remontowa Shipbuilding SA, by Piotr Dowżenko, CEO of the 
company.
In the “Services” category the winner was DNV GL Poland Ltd., receiving the “Golden Anchor” prize for 
its “drone inspections” - innovative technology, conceived and first implemented in Poland. The award, on 
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behalf of DNV GL, was accepted by Inacio Golebski, Head of Classification Poland at DNV GL Poland.
This year also one distinction (honorable mention) was awarded to Mechanical Faculty of Gdańsk Universi-

ty of Technology for their “dual-purpose underwater 
vehicle” destined for patrol tasks connected to “crit-
ical infrastructure”. The Jury awarded the project for 
works on the innovative vehicle, its functionality and 
for development of Polish know-how with prospects. 
The diploma was accepted by prof. Mirosław Gerigk.
The “Personality of the Year of the Maritime Econo-
my” award was handed over to captain Zbigniew Su-
latycki, to honour his great efforts towards strength-
ening the maritime sector in Poland, which - in his 
opinion - should be among keystones of the whole 
Polish economy.

Laureates of the Golden Anchor awards and the “Personality of the Year in Maritime Sector” title with minister Marek Gróbarczyk (first from left): Piotr 
Dowżenko, CEO  of Remontowa Shipbuilding SA, captain Zbigniew Sulatycki, Inacio Golebski, VP of  DNV GL Poland Sp. z o.o., prof. Mirosław 
Gerigk, Gdańsk University of Technology and Jerzy Lewandowski, chairman of the “Golden Anchor Awards” Jury.
Photo: LEW

Agreement for Polish production in offshore wind farm sector
On September 11, 2017, during Baltexpo trade fairs, 
the intention letter that established a consortium to 
create a solely Polish fabricated and manufactured, 
fully-equipped transformer substation that is going 
to be located on the offshore wind farm, has been 
signed. 
The idea behind the consortium is to be able to sup-
ply technically advanced, fully outfitted product to 
be built solely by Polish fabricators and equipment 
suppliers. So far Polish companies have been only 
acting as subcontractors fabricating such substations 
for Western European or Nordic main contractors and 
integrators.
The signatories of the letter of intent are as follows:

- Activ Sp. z o.o. - turn-key deliveries in interriors outfitting
- Ciecholewski-Wentylacje - HVAC equipment manufacturer
- Enamor - maritime communication systems provider 
- Famor - maritime lighting systems manufacturer 
- GSG Towers - fabricator of offshore wind farm structures and offshore wind turbine towers 
- Lotos Serwis - provider of piping installations 
- MPL Techma - manufacturer of advanced industrial automation systems 
- Protea - manufacturer of advanced crane and lifting solutions. 
All parties have been involved in offshore wind farm projects for years and have developed significant ex-
perience, design, engineering and manufacturing resources. The consortium initiated by the letter of intent 
signed during Baltexpo 2017 aims at developing a market ready product, initiating efforts towards “poloni-
sation” of supply chain for prospective Polish offshore wind farms and spreading information on production 
capabilities of signatory companies.

Photo: Piotr B. Stareńczak

Laureates of the “Shipyard in focus” photographic competition
On September 13, 2017, on the third day of the 19th Baltexpo International Maritime Trade Fairs, the results 
of the “Shipyard in focus “ competition were announced. Piotr Soyka, chairman of Remontowa Holding cap-
ital group, the strategic partner of Baltexpo 2017, congratulated the laureates on the group’s exhibition stand.
The “Shipyard in focus “ photographic competition is one of the events organized to celebrate the 65th an-
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Education workshops for the youth
During Baltexpo 2017 education workshops, or-
ganized by Młodzieżowe Forum Okrętowe (youth 
section of Forum Okrętowe), took place for the first 
time. Within the Education and Jobs Zone, the youth 
interested in maritime sector career, could listen to 
presentations of Forum Okrętowe member compa-
nies as well as to have conversations with potential 
employers.
The workshops, dedicated to prospective maritime 
sector employment seekers, students of universities 
as well as secondary and vocational schools.  The 
workshops attracted widespread interests from young 
people.

niversary of the Remontowa Shiprepair Yard SA in 
Gdańsk held in 2017. During the “open day” on June 
24, amateur photographers, who were among several 
thousand people visiting Remontowa SA, took pic-
tures which were subsequently sent to enter the com-
petition.
Jury, in whose works among others, participated the 
renowned Gdańsk photographer Maciej Kosycarz, 
first rated photos meeting the competition criteria 
and then selected three candidates for the awards.
The winners were: Sławomir Żylak (1st place), Wi-
eslawa Nowakowska (2nd place) and Ewa Kulesza 
(3rd place)
They all admit that the yard is a fascinating place for 
a photographer and a real training ground where a 

skilled eye with lens may find many inspirational subjects.

 SA Holding Remontowa of chairman the Soyka, Piotr and winners .The
Photo: J. Uklejewski

Photo: Cezary Spigarski / oficynamorska.pl

On Naval Shipyard Gdynia future and progress in ORP Ślązak patrol vessel construction
If everything goes according to plan, Polska Grupa Zbrojeniowa Stocznia Wojenna (PGZ Naval Shipyard) 
will become the owner of Naval Shipyard Gdynia SA - Konrad Konefal, PGZ vice-president announced in 
the last week of September at the Joint Polish Parliament meeting of the Maritime and Inland Navigation 
Commission and the National Defense Commission.
At the end of May this year PGZ group has entered into a preliminary agreement with Naval Shipyard Gdyn-
ia receiver to buy the yard’s assets. As Konrad Konefal informed, a conditional agreement was signed on 
September 11 to transfer ownership of the company between PGZ Stocznia Wojenna and the receiver (bank-
ruptcy trustee).
PGZ Stocznia Wojenna will become the owner of the Naval Shipyard Gdynia after fulfilling several condi-
tions, including - not using the right of pre-emption by several entities, including Gdynia Port Authority, the 
State Treasury and the city of Gdynia.
Konefal announced that the company he represents wants to create and adapt facilities at the Naval Shipyard 
Gdynia to enable construction of frigates, as so far the capabilities of the Naval Shipyard were not sufficient 
due to limiting length of the production hall. 
In the meantime, the construction of the ORP Ślązak patrol vessel is delayed (again). Let us recall that in the 
August issue of the Forum Okrętowe newsletter we reported that the TBN ORP Ślązak, renamed and “con-
verted” from the originally built corvette Gawron, launched over two years ago, was about to be delivered 
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late 2016, but already in March last year deputy minister of defence Bartosz Kownacki revealed the project 
had several months delay. According to information from summer this year - It was planned that the ship 
would enter sea trials in November, but according to the state of knowledge revealed in August, a more re-
alistic term appeared to be the beginning of next year.
Meanwhile - as was announced at a joint meeting of the Sejm Maritime and Inland Navigation Commission 
and the National Defense Commission on 27 September - the Armaments Inspectorate revealed that the ORP 
Ślązak patrol vessel ship was to be delivered by the shipyard as late as at the turn of 2018-2019, which is 
more than two years after the deadline assumed at the time of signing the contract (in 2013).
In addition - the contract has already been in the financially “consumed” in about 96 percent. It appears that 
the remaining four percent have to be sufficient to carry out trials, to fix any faults and to deliver the ship.

Passenger ro-ro vessels safety seminar approaching
Polski Rejestr Statków (Polish Register of Shipping 
- PRS) SA, in cooperation with the Zachodniopo-
morskie Regional Office of the National Chamber of 
Maritime Economy (KIGM) is organizing “Safety of 
ro-ro passenger ships” seminar on the 3rd of October 
2017 at the Maritime Office in Szczecin. 
The seminar aims to draw the attention of the ship-
ping community to certain aspects of ship safety, in 
particular ro-ro passenger ships. The event will be 
held under the auspices of the Maritime Office in 
Szczecin. 
The subject of the Szczecin meeting will be reminding 
and expanding the content presented at the Seminar 
“Fire threats on passenger ships”, which took place 
in June 2017 at the head office of PRS in Gdańsk. 
Some of the papers presented in Gdansk will be pre-

sented again in Szczecin, among others. These concern the requirements of Polski Rejestr Statków, which 
are based on international regulations and conventions.
A representative of the West Pomeranian University of Technology in Szczecin, prof. eng. Ryszard Getka 
was invited to share again his knowledge on evolution of the fire safety requirements for passenger ro-ro 
vessels according to SOLAS convetion.
A representative of Szczecin and Świnoujście Seaports Authority, Adam Pawlak, will present information on 
the preparation of the Świnoujście Ferry Terminal to ensure safe passenger shipping.
Deputy director of Maritime Authority in Szczecin, captain Przemysław Lenard, will introduce the seminar 
participants to the Baltic Sea Agreement on the Transport of Dangerous Goods on ro-ro ships in the Baltic 
Sea. 
On the other hand, Dariusz Oblicki, an employee of the Maritime Safety Inspectorate of the Szczecin divi-
sion of Maritime Authority, will discuss the ro-ro passenger fire safety flaws and deficiencies detected during 
PSC inspections.

Maritime Economy Forum Gdynia 2017 in October
On 13 October, 2017, another edition of the Maritime Economy Forum will be held in Gdynia. The pros-
pects of maritime economy in Poland in light of the most current trends on global markets, innovations in 
ship-building industry and legislative matters connected with the Ship-Building Act and status of seamen are 
the leading topics at the event.
Participants of this year’s Forum will be able to take part in four different panels. During this year’s Gdyn-
ia Maritime Economy Forum, we will enter a discussion concerning two highly important issues related to 
Maritime Industries. The first one is related to the development of the ship-building industry within the as-
pect of Responsible Development Strategy, and Mr Marek Gróbarczyk, Minister of Maritime Economy and 
Inland Waterways, will engage in a panel discussion in this scope. The second issue mentioned in the discus-
sion will be the innovativeness of Polish ship-building industry with an aim to increase its competitiveness 

Ro-ro passenger ferry cross section.



on global markets. Prof. dr hab. Inż. Aleksander Michał Nawrat from the National Centre of Research and 
Development was asked to deliver introduction to the topic.
The leader of the shipyard and marine equipment related panel is Jerzy Czuczman - president of Forum 
Okrętowe and TOP Korab associations. The audience will have an opportunity to ask questions and to take 
active part in the discussion. 
The Forum will be held on 13th October 2017, Friday, at the Conference Centre of the Pomeranian Science 
and Technology Park in Gdynia at al. Zwycięstwa 96/98. Participation in the Forum is free of charge. Reg-
istration form is available here: http://www.forum.gdynia.pl/pl/program/przemysy-morskie/
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